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In honor of Jim Fraser's legacy, Susan Clark, Lynne Templeton, and Richard Knight have formed a committee dedicated to representing Mendon Church's support of the
Open Door Mission. There is a new kiosk in the Welcome
Center that houses a list of items ODM is requesting
(including food, clothing, money, etc.) and is a convenient
place for you to drop off your donation items at any time.
Our future goal is to have kiosks in many churches in the
area. We will also announce additional hands-on projects
as the Mission reaches out for Mendon to serve. May God
bless our commitment to this faith-based journey.

What Are You Talking About?
A Note from Pastor Hwang
Imagine an insurance sales agent explaining various insurance policies to the customer, emphasizing what a great opportunity it is to buy a new insurance product. Even when viewed in a
favorable light, the client cannot find anything that makes this particular company’s policies
better than their competitors’. The client asks the sales agent, “What makes it a great opportunity? It doesn’t seem special to me.” Then, the agent replies, “This product gives me more
points so that I will be eligible for a special incentive bonus.” Needless to say, the client’s response is, “What are you talking about?!”

Weekly worship
and Christian
Education
Sundays @10 am

Sometimes in our daily life, we have moments when we want to say, “What are you talking
about?” Just like the case of the insurance agent, we ask this question out of disagreement or
dissatisfaction to implicitly demand the other to make a correction in his or her opinion. In a
different context, the question is asked as a form of denial or a dodging tactic by those who
are trying to avoid blame or responsibilities. More often than not, we find ourselves asking this
question in many conversations.
We see this question in the Bible, from both Jesus and his disciples. In Mark 10:38, Jesus said
to James and John, two sons of Zebedee, “You do not know what you are asking”, which is a
different way to say, “What are you talking about?” The same conversation was initiated in
Matthew 20:22 by a mother of the two sons who requested Jesus reserve the best seats in his
kingdom for them, one on his right and one on his left.
(continued on page 4)

Page 2

Page 3

Worship Corner
Who’s in the Pulpit?

Summer Break for Choir

As Pastor Hwang is on vacation,
Rev. Tom Wickett will be preaching and leading us in communion
on May 14th.

The choir will be taking a break this summer starting after their final concert of
the season on June 11th. If you, or anyone you know, has musical talents that
they are willing to share for music ministry and special music during Sunday
morning service, please contact Marianne Chiafery. We especially welcome our
youth to consider sharing their talents. The choir will reconvene in September.

Good Friday & Easter Services Recap
Our Good Friday service was attended by 30 people this year. Thanks to Pastor Hodong for organizing the beautiful
and reflective service; Clif Genge, Susan Clark and Cris Kerekes who were readers; and Laima Beck and members of
the Worship Committee for the powerful decor that included a candle-lit, pebble-strewn path to the cross.
117 people attended Easter service. It was a joyous celebration!

Upcoming Events @ Mendon Church
New Bible Study Mini Series Starts May 30th
Join us at 7pm on Tuesdays from May 30th to June 20th for our next Bible Study min-series. For these four weeks,
Pastor Hwang will be leading us in an examination of 1 Thessalonians. We hope to see you there!

Church Picnic on June 4th
Our annual picnic will begin at 3pm, with plans to eat at 4:30. Please
bring a side-dish to pass and any games you’d like to play. Meat, beverages, and table settings will be provided. We will have yard games, including volleyball and balloon toss, and perhaps a watermelon seed
spitting contest, sack races, and other “old fashioned” games.

Local Calendar
May 18
All are welcome at E. Bloomfield United Methodist Church (2 Park Place at the corner of Rts. 5 & 20) for lunch & fellowship. Doors open at 11:30am, lunch served 12-1. Free will offering accepted. The church is handicapped accessible.

May 19 & 20
Ionia United Methodist Church Rummage/Garage Sale, 8:30AM-2:30PM, at the church 2120 Elton Rd. Something for
everyone! Find a treasure!

June 1, 2, & 3
Heavenly Treasures Rummage Sale- East Bloomfield United Methodist Church, Routes 5 & 20 and Park Place: June
1 (9-2pm), June 2 (9-noon.) Bag sale on June 3, 9-11am. Nice collection of vintage dolls, dishware and glassware. Surely there’s a treasure for you!
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What Are You Talking About?
(continued from page 1)
For Jesus, their aspiration for honor and power was substantially in accord with the very nature of
human sin that objectifies and aims to dominate over others. Their request meant a total misunderstanding of Jesus’ ministry. Jesus then asked them in pity, “What are you talking about?”
Peter famously spoke the same words to a servant-girl on the night Jesus was arrested. He was
sitting in the courtyard of the High Priest to find out the decision of the Sanhedrin when a servantgirl and bystanders suspected him of being a disciple of Jesus. Peter raised his voice, saying “I
don’t know what you are talking about.” (Luke 22:60) He denied Jesus three times before a rooster crowed, which he promised to Jesus hours ago would never happen.
Jesus’ question aimed to invite his disciples to a meaningful conversation, whereas Peter’s intention was to escape from the people or the situation. Even though Peter’s response seems understandable in the face of a dire threat, it is also true that to use the question ‘what are you talking
about’ in order to evade important conversations in life will never make our lives meaningful. And
because we probably share more of our nature with Peter than with Jesus, we may need to ask
this very question of ourselves strictly and ceaselessly.
For those who endeavor to discover right answers even in the midst of their troubles, God will always help them realize deeper meanings in life that accomplish unity and love rather than convenient solutions like ignorance or division. Like the song “Blessings” by Laura Story, God opens their
eyes to be able to see the different forms of blessings they receive in their lives. In a stage of perfect maturity, they may understand the true meaning of the blessed life: “Even the Son of Man did
not come to be served, but to serve.” (Mark 10:45).

Blessings
By Laura Story
We pray for blessings, we pray for peace,
Comfort for family, protection while we sleep.
We pray for healing, for prosperity.
We pray for your mighty hand to ease our suffering.
And all the while, you hear each spoken need.
Yet love is way too much to give us lesser things.
‘Cause what if your blessings come through rain drops.
What if your healing comes through tears.
What if a thousand sleepless nights are what it takes to know
you’re near.
What if trials of this life are your mercies in disguise.
We pray for wisdom, your voice to hear.
We cry in anger when we cannot feel you near.
We doubt your goodness, we doubt your love
As if every promise from your word is not enough.
And all the while, you hear each desperate plea,
And long Tthat
h ewe’d
G l have
e a mfaith to believe.
‘Cause what if your blessings come through rain drops,

What if your healing comes through tears,
What if a thousand sleepless nights are what it takes to know
you’re near.
What if trials of this life are your mercies in disguise.
When friends betray us,
When darkness seems to win.
We know that pain reminds this heart
That this is not,
This is not our home.
It’s not our home.
‘Cause what if your blessings come through rain drops,
What if your healing comes through tears,
What if a thousand sleepless nights are what it takes to know
you’re near.
What if my greatest disappointments or the aching of this life
Is the revealing of a greater thirst this world can’t satisfy.
What if trials of this life,
The rain, the storms, the hardest nights
Are your mercies in disguise.
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Conversations with Session
Date:
Present:
Main Topic:

April 30, 2017
Elders: Jim Shoots, Wendy Hurley, Pastor Hwang
Congregation Participation: 11 Congregants
Gathering input from parents and grandparents of our younger children on future youth programs.

General Comments:
The Palm Sunday service (led by the youth) was “profound”. It was great to hear Elizabeth give her sermon. At least two people
noted that they are hearing positive comments about church from children at home; children are wanting to pray at meals;
children love singing in church. Our children get along very well together, and our younger ones are “on fire” for church [but we
do need more involvement for the older ones]. Sharon and Elizabeth were thanked several times for their work teaching our
youth. A comment was made that people are appreciative that the Session is now more open to allowing people to express
their witnesses for Christ in their own ways – allowing more self-direction and citing as one the example the Women’s Group.
Ideas & Comments Related to Sunday Worship & Teaching
Regarding singing and music during Sunday worship:


Would like kids to practice more often with Lon – learning to sing “traditional kid’s Christian songs” – don’t want to
lose these



Would like YOUNGER kids to practice with Lon – learning some of the Bible verses he has put to music – even if they
can’t read, they can still memorize.



Kids’ singing builds their confidence, AND brings visitors to the church



Would Lon consider starting a “Junior Choir”? “You see JOY in the kids’ faces when they are singing.” Perhaps youth
could lead ONE of the Praise Choruses each Sunday, with that praise chorus being a traditional Christian kid’s song.



Irene’s boys would like to sing every week.

Testimonials:


We should encourage people to give testimonials, including encouraging our youth to do so.



Our church family is small enough, and intimate enough, that we can do this.



“Many adults have never testified to their faith.”



“Witnessing in front of our children is the best lesson we can give them.”

Other Opportunities for Children’s Recognition and Involvement in Sunday Worship:


Would like to see more “dramas” during the service (like the one presented by the youth on Palm Sunday).



A suggestion was made to have “Bring a Friend To Church” days for our youth.



Can we figure out ways to show appreciation for our kids’ activities OUTSIDE of church? For example: Chloe and Ellie
playing their flutes; recognizing other talents

Sunday School:


Sharon says they could really use more volunteer teacher’s assistants – mostly with the younger kids. Not to teach,
or prepare lessons, but just to assist the teachers; be an extra pair of hands. Even volunteering once a month, or every-other month would help.



Kids around Nathan’s age would benefit from being away from the younger kids for Bible lessons – younger kids are a
distraction



With more volunteers with the younger kids – could separate older kids for part of lesson to have a session which
would be meaningful to them.
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Ideas & Comments Generally Outside of Sunday Worship
Hands-On Outreach/Missions projects for youth:


Would like more Outreach/Missions projects involving the children – Military “Care” Packages was an excellent idea.



Mission to a local homeless shelter



“Ugly Quilts” – making comfort items for homeless people

Adult-Led Efforts to do more Outreach:


Can we find opportunities to tie in with larger local youth programs, such as Young Life, Rewind, and others, by offering
use of our facility (fire pit, pavilion, basketball in parking lot, volleyball court)?



We should link-in with local VBS program(s), even if they are at other churches – including volunteering to help at other
churches’ VBS programs – may bring in un-churched kids.



Our goal should be to grow our church by bringing in the UNCHURCHED, not by enticing the churched away from other
churches.

Suggestions for fun activities involving youth:


Start a “buddy reader” program, where older youths read to younger youths – also helps build relationships and youthyouth mentoring



Do the same with crafts.



Have more activities like we used to have, especially targeted at pre-teens and early teens – Laser Tag, etc.



Once-a-month activities aimed at youth in the age range of Chloe, Ellie, Teddy, Esther



[Feedback: Teddy has been going to “Rewind”, and hasn’t missed a week.]



Take the kids to a Christian Concert



Do some fund-raising and send kids to a Christian Camp



Have a “Day Time Lock-In” for youth – with interwoven fun and games, and learning about God



Have some Parent-Child Cooking Classes



Go to the Birdsong Trail at Mendon Ponds Park

Miscellaneous Comments


Kids need to have more activities that allow them to spend time with each other.



The church should pray about youth involvement in the church.



Inter-generational activities are important – help to form bonds and relationships; help with mentoring;



We need to create opportunities for mentorship between our older and younger kids



As for our older youths – need to remember the church does not “own” our kids; most important is that they love God
[so getting involved in outside Christian activities/groups is fine.]



[Irene] Mendon Church is like her family, even more so than other friends that they know.
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Birthdays
Michael Thomassen

5/1

Brandon Koek

5/5

Sarah Trott

5/6

Clifton Genge

5/7

Mary Ann Morrow

5/8

Willie Middleton

5/9

Lon Beery

5/11

Adam Templeton
Nanette McRae

5/12
5/13

Peter Stotz

5/13

Olivia Templeton

5/13

Connor Gelabert

5/15

Peggy Avery

5/16

Jenna Board

5/17

Todd Rydzynski

5/17

Betty Porter

5/19

Elizabeth Genge

5/20

Elizabeth Board

5/21

Sherry Thomassen

5/31

Anniversaries
Rennie and Kathy Bloom
Mike and Carrie Eby
Andrew and Leanne Martin
Bob and Carol Moore
Owen and Deanne Hardy

5/19
5/26
5/28
5/28
5/31

Don’t see your birthday or
anniversary listed here?
Let the church office know
by phone or email!

Prayer Requests
Florence Parker, who is recovering from injuries sustained Shirley Snyder’s sister-in-law
in a car accident.
Tara Nickel’s friend, Chris
Cheri Carboneau’s friend, Stacey Ferguson, as she battles
Lynne Templeton’s daughter-in-law Karie who is in remiscolon cancer
sion but struggles with the aftermath of chemo
Sandy Desassure, Ginger Brown, and Laura Wilson, as
Cindy Westfall’s mother & sister
they recover from medical procedures
Doris Naundorf’s friend Walter

Lynn Willard

Those who are homebound: Peggy Avery, Susan and Allen Beauregard, Norma Glamack, Doris Naundorf, Shirley
Snyder, and Ann Wood
Our Missionaries: John and Beaj Reed with SIM; The Shalhoubs with the Navigators; The Robinsons in Haiti; The
McKees with SIL/Wycliffe
Our College Students: Jonathan Alcorn, Jessica Apthorpe, Alex Baronsky, Brooke Cheyne, McKensie Galusha,
Katie Kerekes, Meredith Rogers, Kyle Schultze and Julia Smith
Those in the Military: Killian Anstee-Sgt. US Army, currently stationed/Ft Polk, La.; Nick Hodownes, US Navy on the
USS George H.W. Bush; Garrett Koek - 1st Lieutenant US Army, currently stationed/Ft Huachuca, AZ

