
Please welcome Pastor Hodong Hwang, who will be serv-

ing part-time as our temporary pastor from December 1 – 

March 31! Pastor Hwang was born and grew up in South 

Korea and moved to the United States in 2004. He ma-

jored in Electrical Engineering in college in Korea and 

worked in different corporations as an engineer including 

his own business in the semiconductor industry. As a life-

long Christian, his struggles under the dictatorship and 

with the business experiences in the country led him to 

pursue theological study at Vanderbilt University. He was 

ordained in the Middle Tennessee Presbytery and served 

the Korean Presbyterian Church in Nashville, TN, as the assistant pastor and the administrator 

for 7 years. He moved to Rochester after his wife, Dr. Jin Young Choi, was hired by Colgate Roch-

ester Crozer Divinity School as the New Testament professor. They have been married for 23 

years and have a son, Ben, who is in his senior year at Northwestern University. In Rochester, he 

has been working with refugees to teach them English and with college students as a chaplain. 

Pastor Hwang will offer a calm and steady presence during Mendon Church’s next steps in the 

healing process, but will not participate in the more significant operational aspects of the 

church. His duties will include: filling the pulpit on Sundays; leading a Tuesday evening bible 

study in January and February; and caring for our congregation by visiting and serving commun-

ion to our homebound congregants, as well as working with the Deacons to meet the congrega-

tion’s needs in other ways.  

Welcome Our Temporary Pastor,  

Hodong Hwang 
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A Note from Pastor Hwang 

Happy New Year to everyone! You may think I am out of my mind wishing you a happy new 

year already, but the liturgical calendar year actually began last week with Advent – the com-

ing of Jesus Christ. I know you have delighted in this special liturgical season many times, but 

I look forward to you sharing your joy with me this year as I prepare to serve all of you.  

  

In case you’re wondering about me, I love to listen to people's stories (and eat delicious food, 

although I sometimes find myself incapable of doing both at the same time!), so I will welcome 

any call, casual dialogue, comments, or suggestions anytime you offer them. You can reach me 

directly at (615) 306-2261 and/or harveydhwang@yahoo.com. I ask for your understanding in 

advance if I happen to call you by the wrong name – I promise that I will try hard to remem-

ber the correct one sooner rather than later! May God bless you and me in the new phase of our 

short journey together. 

                  - Pastor HH 

mailto:615)%20306-2261
mailto:harveydhwang@yahoo.com
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Church Events 
Ladies’ Christmas Program 
Wednesday, December 7 @ 7PM 
A guest presenter, Marketta Gregory, will offer a Christmas message for women of the 

church and their guests followed by a dessert buffet.  Ms. Gregory is a columnist for the 

Democrat & Chronicle, as well as a freelance writer.  Please see her website, 

www.simplyfaithful.com for examples of her uplifting and thoughtful writings.  

Please plan to dine ahead of time and be ready to fill your sweet tooth during our time of 

sharing and fellowship after the program! The men of the church will provide the dessert 

buffet.   

Remember to bring a layette item, which will be given to Cameron Community Ministries for 

families of newborns. Don’t forget to sign up and ask female friends, neighbors and family!       

Women’s Group Holiday Lights Walk 
On Monday, December 12th, the Women’s Group will enjoy the holiday lights with a spirited 

stroll around the village of Pittsford. The group will meet in the lobby of the Pittsford Library 

by 7pm. There is plenty of parking behind the library, in the large parking lot behind the 4 

corners of Pittsford (North Main St & State St). The walk will be roughly 1 hour and will in-

clude a stop at Pittsford Dairy. Don’t forget your wallets and please bring your friends! 

Please contact Nancy Middleton if you are planning on walking, HFflynn@gmail.com or 585-

455-4275  

Looking Ahead 

 Christmas Caroling—Sunday, December 17th, 2:30pm 

 Family Bowling Night—Sunday, January 15th, 4pm 

 Winter Cabin party—Sunday, January 29th 

 

T h e  G l e a m  

Holiday Services 

 

Christmas Eve: 7pm  

Christmas Day: No service 

New Years Eve: Grace Choir 

Concert at East Bloomfield 

United Methodist Church 

New Years Day: Normal 

Service Times 

 

 

Grace Choir Concerts 

 

Sunday, Dec. 11, 4 PM 

Lima Baptist Church 

1574 Rochester Street, 

Lima, NY 14485 

Friday, Dec. 16, 7:30 PM 

Covenant Presbyterian 

Church 

3201 Dewey Avenue 

Rochester, NY 14616 

Saturday Dec. 31, 7pm 

E. Bloomfield United  

Methodist Church 

2 Park Place 

Bloomfield, NY 14469 

  

Spaghetti Dinner Success! 
Our annual Spaghetti Dinner to 

benefit Benincasa was another 

smashing success! We were able 

to raise $3,436 in contributions. 

Multiple angels stepped up to 

cover the food costs, so ALL of the 

money was able to go directly to 

Benincasa! Thank you to those 

angels and all who were able to 

donate their time and money to 

this wonderful cause! 

 

mailto:HFflynn@gmail.com
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Adopt-a-Family 
Through Cameron Community Ministries, Mendon Church has the opportunity to 

bless the Grant Family with gifts this Christmas. You can participate in three easy 

steps! 

1. Take a look at the Adopt-a-Family section on the Communications Center in 

the Welcome Area. There you’ll find the name, age, and gender of each family 

member, as well as their gift wish lists. 

2. Sign-up next to the wish list items you’d like to purchase and donate to the 

family. Tear-off reminder sheets are available for each family member and  

include their clothing sizes. Don’t forget to write down what you signed up to  

purchase on your reminder sheet! 

3. Return the wrapped and labeled presents to Mendon Church by  
Please add gift tags to each package that list the individual’s 

name as well as “The Grant Family”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mitten Tree 
Our Mission Mitten Tree is ready to be decorated. We need new mittens, gloves, 

scarves and hats. These items will be donated to the Hillside Children’s center. 

Thank you for remembering your donation! 

Please do not purchase any items for our adopted family 

without signing up, as we want to avoid duplicate purchases 

and make sure all of  the family members are accounted for. 

If  you are unable to sign up in person but would still like to 

contribute, please call or email the church office (585-624-

1457 / mendonchurchoffice@gmail.com) for an updated list 

of  which family members are still in need of  gifts. 

Christmas Giving 

Thursday, December 15th 



 

Deacon Profile 
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Get to know your deacons better 

For the 35 years they’ve been married, Connie and her husband, Phil, have lived in Mendon, where 

they raised their three wonderful sons, Ethan, Trevor and Brian.  They also have a very dear daughter-

in-law, Martha, and a grandson, Lucas, who at almost 5 years old keeps them on their toes! Connie 

has worked as a nurse for nearly 40 years, and in the last 25 years she has been assisting couples as 

they pursue their dream of becoming parents. She loves outdoorsy hobbies, like gardening, birding, 

biking, hiking, and kayaking. 

How long have you been a member at Mendon Church?  

We have been attending Mendon church for about 23 years.  It was a cub scout Sunday that first 

brought us to the "old church".  It was so welcoming that we just kept coming after that.  

What’s your favorite part about being a deacon?  

This is my second term of being a deacon.  I had served back in 1999-2002 as well.  I enjoy making 

personal connections with my fellow church family members and doing "not so random" acts of kind-

ness.  

What’s the most memorable thing a deacon has ever done for you per-

sonally?   

Over the years we have received support from at least 5 or 6 different deacons.  The times that stand 

out in my mind are when my dad passed 8 years ago and these past few years as my mom has been 

going through many health challenges and changes in living arrangements. We have felt the support of 

our deacon and the entire church family with expressions of concern and love.  Happily I can say that 

mom is presently "going strong" at age 95!  

What other ways do you serve at Mendon Church?  

Other committees and activities I have been involved in include:  nominating committee, parish life, 

singing in the choir for about 20 years, and Christmas caroling.  I have also enjoyed participating in the 

past in youth group activities, Relay for Life, the pie booth, and the plant sale.  We both enjoy the com-

radery working with our fellow church and community members at the annual spaghetti dinner and 

other missions projects.  

Connie Kellogg

Do you know who your assigned deacon is?  

If  not, refer to your church directory or call the church office. 
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Community Events 
It’s a Wonderful Life—December 9th and 10th  
The Bloomfield Rotary Club is sponsoring a very unique performance of the beloved 

holiday classic It's a Wonderful Life on December 9th and 10th. The show will be per-

formed as a live radio theatre style production with holiday music and live old-time ra-

dio sound effects. Adapted and directed by a professional company, the NY City 

based  Chain Theatre, leading roles will be played by professional actors augmented by 

local talent from the Monsignor Schnacky Community Players.  

 

The Friday, Dec. 9 performance will be held at the Monsignor Schnacky Community 

Center in Mendon. The Saturday, Dec. 10 performance will be at the Performing Arts 

Center at Bloomfield High School. Tickets are $15 per person. Show time -

 7:00pm. Please see Laurie Newell (657-6901) for your tickets.  

Lunch and Fellowship—December 15th 

Thursday, Dec. 15-All are welcome at E. Bloomfield United Methodist Church (2 Park 

Place at the corner of Rts. 5 & 20) for lunch & fellowship. Doors open at 11:30am, 

lunch served 12-1. Free will offering accepted. The church is handicapped accessible. 

T h e  G l e a m  

Grace Choir Presents: 
King Jesus is His Name 
Grace Choir will present the Christmas musical, "King Jesus Is His Name" during the 

month of December. The musical focuses on three major themes; Christ’s coming, his 

mission, and his coming again. The musical incorporates songs of different styles from 

gospel to adult contemporary. 

“King Jesus Is His Name” will first be presented at Lima Baptist Church on Sunday af-

ternoon, December 11, at 4:00 PM. The church is located at 1574 Rochester Street in 

Lima. There will be a freewill offering taken in support of HaitiH20, a non-profit organi-

zation that focuses on developing sustainable business projects, like a bread oven and 

community farming projects, in villages in Haiti. 

On Friday, December 16, Grace Choir will present “King Jesus Is His Name” in Roches-

ter at Covenant Presbyterian Church at 7:30 PM. The church is located at 3201 Dewey 

Avenue. There will be a freewill offering taken in support of 441 Ministries, a Christian 

non-profit organization which partners with local churches and other like-minded organ-

izations to bring hope, healing, and holistic development through the proclamation of 

the gospel of Jesus Christ to the Beechwood neighborhood of Rochester. 

Tea Party with  

Mrs. Claus 

 

December 10, 10:30am 

@East Bloomfield United 

Methodist Church 

Children and families are 

especially invited to E. 

Bloomfield United Methodist 

Church (2 Park Place at the 

corner of Rts 5 & 20) to en-

joy a morning making life-

long memories! An experi-

ence like no other, children 

will be sipping hot cocoa 

and enjoying homemade 

Christmas cookies, while 

being serenaded by Victori-

an clad carolers!  Mrs. Claus 

will be making a special 

appearance and reading the 

classic, “The Night Before 

Christmas,” with the chil-

dren. In addition, each child 

will be creating their own 

Christmas take-away craft! 

Advance Tickets recom-

mended ($10 per guest; $6 

per guest for children 5-12); 

walk-in seating cannot be 

guaranteed. Call (585) 624-

2393 to place your order for 

tickets. Visa/MasterCard 

accepted.  

tel:(585)%20624-2393
tel:(585)%20624-2393


Prayer Requests 
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Betty Porter, who has been in the hospital with pneumonia 

Sandy Desassure as she recovers from back surgery 

Sherry Thomassen as she recovers from back surgery 

The Galusha family, as they grieve the loss of Beth’s mom 

Doris Naundorf’s friend Walter 

Shirley Snyder’s sister-in-law 

Jackie Crego’s mother 

Gregg Miller’s family member with medical issues 

Those effected by Hurricane Matthew, including the Robin-
sons in Haiti 

Ray and Kate Batz 

Tara Nickel’s friend, Chris 

Wayne Sheeler 

Lynne Templeton’s daughter-in-law Karie with cancer 

Cindy Westfall’s mother & sister 

Lynn Willard 

Christians facing persecution 

People of Watsa, Congo, especially the orphans 

Refugees, and those suffering in 3rd World countries 

The President, Congress, our Nation and our World 

 

Those who are homebound: Peggy Avery, Susan and Allen Beauregard, Doris Naundorf, Shirley Snyder and Ann Wood 

Our Missionaries: John and Beaj Reed with SIM; The Shalhoubs with the Navigators; The Robinsons in Haiti; The McKees 
with SIL/Wycliffe 

Our College Students: Jonathan Alcorn, Jessica Apthorpe, Alex Baronsky, Brooke Cheyne, McKensie Galusha, 
Katie Kerekes, Meredith Rogers, Kyle Schultze and Julia Smith 

Those in the Military: Killian Anstee-Sgt. US Army, currently stationed/Ft Polk, La.; Nick Hodownes, US Navy on the USS 
George H.W. Bush; Garrett Koek - 1st Lieutenant US Army, currently stationed/Ft Polk, La. 

We’re making a list and 

checking it twice… 

 

Our apologies for the lack of birthdays and anniversaries listed in this 

month’s Gleam. We’re doing our best to make sure our list is accurate 

and up-to-date! It will return  in our January edition. 


