
As part of our ongoing Bicentennial celebration, 

the Worship Committee is hosting a Hymn Sing 

and Ice Cream Social on Saturday, October 15 at 

7pm. Lon has categorized a long list of songs into 

50-year blocks and will be inviting the congrega-

tion to select a few songs from each of these time 

periods. We are also excited to have the Grace 

Choir share some special music.  

The HR Committee is 

pleased to announce that 

we have selected Sarah 

Shoots to fill the role of 

Mendon Church’s Admin-

istrative Assistant. Sarah brings with her several years of 

administrative and business communications experience in 

the public sector – skills that she also uses on a volunteer 

basis at her home church. 

Daughter-in-law to our own Jim and Phyllis Shoots, Sarah 

attends Evangelical Church of Fairport (ECF) with her hus-

band, John, and children, Sam and Hannah. She is an ac-

tive member of ECF where she is also part of the worship 

team and previously served a term as Corporate Board Sec-

retary. 

Sarah will have open office hours 

every Tuesday and Thursday 

from 9am-2pm, as well as varia-

ble hours throughout the rest of 

the week. 

Don’t forget to save room for dessert! 
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 Up-to-date 

information 

from The 

Robinsons in 

Haiti 

 How to donate 

funds to the 

Robinsons and 

Haiti relief. 

Sarah Shoots 

Who’s in the pulpit…  

Rev. Hodong Hwang will be 

preaching on October 16th and 

October 23rd. He is a chaplain 

at the University of Rochester, 

providing an Asian worship 

environment for Asian-

Americans and Asian interna-

tional students through ser-

mon, worship and prayer 

meetings. 

Returning to us on October 

9th and 30th is Rev. Robin 

Lostetter, who also preached 

earlier in the month. Her most 

recent position was as a Tran-

sitional Pastor at the Western 

Presbyterian Church in Pal-

myra and she has received 

high marks for her preaching 

and pastoral care.  

Please introduce yourself if 

you get a chance! 



 

Hurricane Matthew 
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Hurricane Matthew is currently a strong tropical cyclone over the Atlantic Ocean. It was 

the first Category 5 Atlantic hurricane since Hurricane Felix in 2007. It has impact-

ed Haiti, Jamaica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, and The Bahamas. It is expected to signifi-

cantly impact the southeastern United States, especially the U.S. state of Florida, as well 

as Georgia, South Carolina, and North Carolina.  

At least 485 deaths have been attributed to the storm, including 478 in Haiti.  

On October 6, U.S. President Barack Obama declared a federal state of emergency for 

the U.S. state of Florida. The federal disaster declaration was later extended to in-

clude Georgia and South Carolina. 

ODRINO USA is a Florida based non-profit that helps the 

work of ODRINO in Haiti which is the local organization the 

Robinsons work with on the ground. This 501c3 organiza-

tion can also receive gifts for hurricane relief and provide a 

tax exempt receipt. 

ODRINO USA 

Attn: Tim Harford 

20332 Hacienda Ct. 

Boca Raton, FL 33498 

“As you know Hurricane Matthew blew through Northwest Haiti starting Tuesday afternoon continuing into the wee hours. 

It has taken some time for reports to come in to get an idea of the damage caused by the passage of this category 4 hur-

ricane.” 

“All the churches that we have been in contact with are reporting damage to homes… All the gardens are gone too. After 

four years of below average rainfall most places did not have much in the way of gardens to start with except where there 

is irrigation. It is all gone.” 

“Two days of rain and wind have killed many of the goats, sheep, donkeys, mules, horses, and even some of the cows 

that are such an important part of their lives and wellbeing.” 

“The truth of the matter is that people were hungry before this started. Now everyone is hungry.” 

“Many of you have been praying and this means so very much to us. We attribute the fact that the damage is not as bad 

as it could have been and there has been little or no loss of life in our area to your prayers. Please keep praying.” 

“We are going to need some extra financial help. We expect to be at this for the next several months. First, the hunger, 

then the homes, and then the churches, schools, and at least one water system and some irrigation canals that were 

damaged.” 

Haiti Update from the Robinsons 

How to Donate 

Excerpts from their Oct. 6 letter 

Send a check made out to Crossworld and clearly mark it for 

account #37670 Ministry of Robinsons in Northwest Haiti: 

Crossworld 

10000 N Oak Trafficway 

Kansas City, MO 64155 

Or use a credit card: by phone at 816-479-7300 or online at 

www.crossworld.org. Please be specific that it is for account 

#37670, Ministry of Robinsons in Northwest Haiti. 
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Benincasa is a two-bed home 

for the terminally ill serving 

the greater Rochester area 

and surrounding counties.  

Grace Choir Raises over $1800 

Minute for Missions 
Lori from Benincasa will share with us during our Minute for Missions 

at our worship service on October 23rd. She has also graciously of-

fered to provide for our coffee hour following the service that day. 

Please join us and learn more about this important organization. 

Dear Dr. Beery and Grace Choir Concert 

Members: 

 

Thank you for performing your wonderful mu-

sic and for  your donation to Benincasa. Your 

contribution allows us to continue our mission 

of caring for the terminally ill and providing 

comfort to their families. 

On behalf of everyone at Benincasa, we thank 

you for your caring support of Benincasa. We 

appreciate your generosity. 

 

Sincerely, 

Lori J. LaSalle 

Executive Director 

Congratulations to the Grace Choir, who raised $1,861 in dona-

tions for Benincasa! The September benefit concert, “It Will Be 

Worth it All,” featured southern gospel Songs performed by the 

65-voice choir. 

T h e  G l e a m  

Benincasa Corner 



Update on the Fraser Estate 
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As previously shared with the 

congregation, Jim Fraser left 

most of his estate to Mendon 

Church. We now know the total 

amount of his donation to be 

$933,840. These monies 

should be distributed to the 

church soon and the Finance 

Committee will be reviewing 

investment opportunities for 

the funds. 

Jim stipulated in his will that 

his gift “be applied to the new 

church building fund 

(including, at the discretion of 

Session, application against 

any mortgage which may then 

be outstanding with regard to 

the construction of a new 

church facility).” 

We are very blessed that Jim 

loved his church family so 

much that he honored us with 

this gift. He had a warm heart 

for Mendon Church and his 

legacy will live on with this 

generous donation! 

Tuesday PM Study 

Clif Genge is leading a study in the book 

of Ephesians on Tuesday evenings at 

7pm. He will be covering a chapter a 

week and applying the themes to our 

everyday struggles and challenges. 

Thursday AM Study 

Grace. It is a powerful word and a defin-

ing characteristic of the Christian faith. In 

this eight-week study by Pastor Tim Kel-

ler, we will explore how the gospel can 

change our hearts, our community, and 

how we live out the Gospel in this world. 

We meet in the church at 7am Thursdays 

and will end the week before Thanksgiv-

ing. All are welcome. For more infor-

mation, please contact John Kerekes via 

email at john.p.kerekes@gmail.com or by 

phone at (585) 267-7233. 

Women’s Group Walk & Dinner 

Our next walk is October 17th, 

followed by dinner at Simply 

Crepes in Pittsford! We will be 

meeting at the Thomassen’s at 

5:30 to carpool to Schoen Place. 

From there, we’ll walk to Lock 

32 and back for a 3-mile hike. If 

you can’t join us for the walk, 

you are still welcome to meet us 

at Simply Crepes for 

dinner! Please RSVP to 

Sherry by October 14th 

so we can make the 

appropriate reservations. 

New Book Study 

We have started a new study of 

Her Name is Woman by Gail 

Karssen. We will be talking about 

Eve and Sarah to start. If you 

have any questions or need more 

information, just call Sherry at 

(585) 329-5578 or Elsa at (585) 

721-5054 

 

Women’s Group Information 

 Tuesday & Thursday Studies 

RSVP by 

October 14th for 

our next 

Women’s Walk 

and Dinner at 

Simply Crepes! 

See story for 

details. 



Prayer Requests 
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Jackie Crego’s mother in ICU 

Katie Richardson, who has en-
tered hospice 

Those effected by Hurricane 
Matthew, including the Robin-
sons in Haiti 

Ray and Kate Batz 

Elsa Bretherton’s brother, Ken 

Tara Nickel’s friend, Chris 

Betty Porter 

Wayne Sheeler 

Debbie Spillane 

Lynne Templeton’s daughter-in-
law Karie with cancer 

Cindy Westfall’s mother & sister 

Lynn Willard 

Sandy Desassure 

Christians facing persecution 

Our Nation’s service men and 
women and their families 

People of Watsa, Congo, espe-
cially the orphans  

Refugees, and those suffering in 
3rd World countries 

The President, Congress, our 

Nation and our World  

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

Michael & Natalie DeTraglia 10/4 

Jeffrey & Michelle Faulkner 10/9 

John & Betty Hill 10/15 

Earl & Debbie Bendschneider 10/17 

Michael & Dianne Floeser 10/26 

Andrew Hubregsen 10/2 

Grace Snyder 10/2 

Sharon Long 10/2 

Kathy Bloom 10/3 

Jenny Moore 10/4 

Ron Desassure 10/4 

Chloe McCoon 10/5 

Steven Shuler 10/5 

Holden Kamm 10/8 

Doris Naundorf 10/8 

Ryan Decker 10/9 

Andrew Spaulding 10/10 

Ester Kamara 10/12 

Wayne Laird 10/12 

John Gahn 10/15 

Mary Lane 10/15 

Carter Middleton 10/17 

Cameron Perna 10/18 

Caroline Moffitt 10/20 

Roan Torpey 10/20 

Joshua Alcorn 10/22 

Amy Genge 10/22 

MaryEllen Humby 10/22 

Katie Kerekes 10/24 

Michael Spillane 10/25 

Micah Humby 10/26 

Rachele Floeser 10/27 

Carol Moore 10/28 

Michael Reagan 10/28 

Graham Smith 10/28 

McKensie Galusha 10/31 

Those who are homebound: Peggy Avery, Susan and Allen 
Beauregard, Doris Naundorf, Shirley Snyder and Ann Wood 

Our Missionaries: John and Beaj Reed with SIM; The Shal-
houbs with the Navigators; The Robinsons in Haiti; The 
McKees with SIL/Wycliffe 

Our College Students: Jonathan Alcorn, Jessica Apthorpe, 
Alex Baronsky, Brooke Cheyne, McKensie Galusha, Katie 
Kerekes, Meredith Rogers, Kyle Schultze and Julia Smith 

Those in the Military: Killian Anstee-Sgt. US Army, currently 
stationed/Ft Polk, La.; Nick Hodownes, US Navy on the USS 
George H.W. Bush; Garrett Koek - 1st Lieutenant US Army, 
currently stationed/Ft Polk, La. 

Condolences to the Thomassen 

family as they grieve the loss of  

John’s mother, Aslaug Judy 

Thomassen.  


